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rchitect Oleg Klodt and interior designer Anna Agapova of London-based
architecture and design studio O&A have completed the interiors of a new-built Moscow
apartment, which includes two stylish kid's rooms designed to accommodate the different
personalities and preferences of the clients’ two young sons.

The single-level, 2,691-square-foot apartment has high ceilings and panoramic windows that
give it a sense of grandeur and draws in plenty of light. Its interiors were renovated to reflect the
building's neoclassical fagade, which includes columns, balustrades, and bas-reliefs. "Part of
our studio DNA is to create the atmosphere of a historical apartment even if the development is
new. The idea is to make people feel that the space retains the memories of the past,” says Klodt.

These neoclassical elements were reflected in the interior architecture through details in
the cornices, wall panels, and all the built-in furniture. “We referred to classic forms but added a
modern twist to them. For example, we use moulding to hide the ventilation units. The result is
a timeless and classic backdrop for the contemporary furniture and art in the home,” says Klodt.

The owners of the apartment are a lawyer couple who Klodt and Agapova have known for
years. The owners two sons love bright colours, so it was important to them that their boys had
bedrooms and a playroom that captured the joy and magic of childhood. It was also important to
the clients that their home had a spacious kitchen-dining area for cooking and family gatherings.
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“Their most important request was to create comfortable spaces
suitable for the whole family to spend time together, and fun rooms for
their children. To meet their need for unique spaces for their children,
we created interactive rooms that encourage physical and mental
activity. For the parents, we designed a bedroom that's a calm sanctuary

- a place to relax in privacy,” says Agapova.

The floor plan was divided into two main zones. These two zones
are accessible from the entry door through two symmetrical thresholds.
The threshold to the right of the entrance leads to the private areas
which include the master ensuite bedroom and dressing room, the two
children’s bedrooms, the playroom, and two bathrooms. The threshold
on the left leads to the common areas which include an open plan living,
kitchen and dining space, and a study room.

“The entrance space is designed in red terracotta, which is
rather unconventional and impresses from the moment you enter the
apartment,” says Agapova.

O&A used sustainable materials and organically shape furniture
to give the entire apartment a warm and relaxing atmosphere. “When
choosing finishing materials, we paid attention to certification to ensure
compliance with quality standards. We used only natural materials -
lots of wood, marble, handmade silk and wool rugs, handmade paper
wallpapers, and organic fibre textiles,” says Agapova.

A kitchen island serves at the anchor piece of the open-plan living
area. One side of this island was designed with numerous cabinets,
drawers, and storage nooks for appliances for functionality. The
opposite side is decorated with a botanical bas-relief with architectural
illumination. Like the living lounge, organic silhouttes can also be seen
in the dining area, which includes chairs with plush, curvy upholstered
seats, and a bespoke table with a solid wood top by Tom Faulkner.
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“The result is a timeless and classic backdrop for
the contemporary furniture and art in the home”

88

HOMLE JOURNAL * DECEMBER 2022



HOMES - MOSCOW

90

“We created interactive rooms that encourage
physical and mental activity”

A different colour scheme was used for each space. Terracotta red
was used for the entryway., Agapova chose a natural beige hue to bring
a sense of tranquility to the living lounge. The walls of the lounge and
dining area were clad in wallpaper from O&A's Caledonia collection,
which was manufactured in collaboration with Holland & Sherry. “This
collection was inspired by Scottish landscapes. Low Tide - the specific
wallpaper used in this project - repeats the pattern of wave ripples
on the ocean shore. This design encourages a peaceful mood,” says
Agapova.

Hidden behind the kitchen wall panels is a door that leads to the
study room - a dark and dramatic retreat covered in richly textured
handmade wallpaper, built-in bookshelves, and a bright painting.

The master bedroom was designed to be place where the clients
can enjoy peace and privacy. “"Having their own private space in a home
with two boisterous young boys was very important for the parents. We
eliminated bright colours and contrasts in this room, and instead focused
on the use of nuanced earthy colours and textures,” says Agapova.

Klodt and Agapova know the clients’ two sons very well, so
they were thrilled to be able to design rooms that reflected the boys’
individual personalities. “The sons, who are six and eight years of age,
have completely different characters and temperaments,” says Agapova.
For one boy, they created a vibrant yellow room with a bed by Flou,

armchair by Andtradition, wallpaper by Miss Print, a rabbit chair by
Qeebo, a Riviere rug and O&A bespoke bookshelves. The other boy's
room includes a Flou sofa, lamps by Bert Frank and Zeitraum, a Riviere
rug and Roche Bobois cushion seat.

By incorporating spaces that are suitable for both adults and
children within a unified design concept, this Moscow apartment
becomes a home that encourages the family to spend quality time
together and apart. | ]
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